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The case referred to above has been forwarded to the 
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences because it is adjudged 
to interfere with other cases hereafter specified. Attention is 
directed to the fact that this interference is declared pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.601 et sea . . effective February 11, 1985 (49 F.R. 
48416. 1050 O.G. 385) . The interference is designated as No. 
103,019. 

By direction of the Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks and as required by 35 USC 135(c), notice is hereby 
given the parties of the requirement of the law for filing in the 
Patent and Trademark Office a copy of any agreement "in 
connection with or in contemplation of the termination of the 
interference. " 
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Assignee: Franklin Electric Co., Inc., A Corporation of Indiana 

Attorneys of Record: Albert W. Bicknell, Jerome B. Klose, Basil 
P. Mann, John T. Reynolds, Alvin D, Shulman, Donald J. 
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Scarpelli, Edward M. O'Toole, Michael F. Borun, Carl E. 
Moore, Jr., Richard H. Anderson, James P. Zeller, Lewis 
S. Gruber, William E. McCracken, Richard A. Schnurr, 
Anthony Nimmo, Christine A. Dudzik, M.C. Meinert, Kevin 
D. Hogg, Jeffrey S. Sharp, Martin J. Hirsch, Richard M. 
LaBarge, James J. Napoli, Paul W. Busse, Howard S. 
Fuhrman, Jeffry W. Smith, Douglass C. Hochstetler and 
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Count 1 



Apparatus for shaping a series of discs in a metal 
strip, each pair of adjacent discs in the strip being connected, 
and the geometric centers between adjacent discs being separated 
by center-to-center distances, said apparatus comprising a 
progressive die having a succession of adjacent stations located 
along an imaginary center line, said geometric centers being 
located substantially on said center line, said adjacent stations 
having center-to-center distances which are fixed, and means for 
maintaining accurate progression of said discs through said 
stations despite variations in said center-to-center distances of 
said adjacent discs while maintaining said geometric centers 
substantially on said center line, said means for maintaining 
comprising slot punch means for cutting a plurality of slots 
which form a plurality of narrow bridges connecting said adjacent 
discs, said bridges being sufficiently narrow to be deformable to 
correct for said variations, and pilot means at a station 
adjacent said slot punch means for engaging and accurately 
locating a disc while said slot punch means are cutting said 
slots. 



The claims of the/ parties which correspond to this 



count are: 



Fosnaugh: Claims 



2-4, 6-11, 13-31, 47, 48, and 52-54 



Abnet: Claims 1-22^ and 27. 
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